' IRAQ
Arabs of Mesopotamia, notwithstanding the efforts of Sir Percy
Cox and his associates to win Arab support in other directionsx
had far-reaching effects, not only during the period of hostilities
but also long after the end of the war.
The British authorities in Mesopotamia lost thereby the war-
time services of capable Arab leaders. Arabs of 'Iraq by the
score, once in Turkish service, were gathered from the intern-
ment camps in India and Egypt, to serve as leaders and officers,
not in the land of their birth, but in the Hijaz. In contact there
with the sources of the Arab Movement, they were to imbibe
and to pass on to 'Iraq, in the days after the Armistice, an in-
tensity of Arab Nationalism hitherto unknown in 'Iraq. On the
western side of Arabia, they had come into contact with English
officers who, no less sincere in their allegiance to British
interests than those on the eastern side of Arabia, were never-
theless sympathetic to this awakening Arab Nationalism. It is
not surprising, therefore, that these 'Iraqis felt the difference be-
tween the official mind in Mesopotamia and that on the
Mediterranean side of the desert, nor that, appreciating the
difference, they were all the more impatient with the attitude
of the Civil Administration which prevailed at Baghdad after
Sir Percy Cox had been sent to Teheran in early 1918. Such
impatience was none the less because they had little or no ex-
perience or knowledge of the difficulties of the military or ad-
ministrative problems of Turkish Arabia, of which the British
had gained an intimate, first-hand knowledge.
The military authorities in Mesopotamia also lost the oppor-
tunity to learn what British officers in western Arabia had
already learned: that the Arabs might be more than treacher-
ous, self-seeking, half-civilized peoples. The end of the war,
1 To the untimely death of Capt W. H. I. Shakespear near Artawl, in January,
1915, has been ascribed the failure of Ibn Sa'ud to take an active part in the war
and the failure to develop in Mesopotamia an Arab Movement comparable to
that in the Hijaz. See Philby, The Heart of Arabia, Vol. I, p. ai; Wilson, Sir
A. T., Mesopotamia, 1914-1917, p. 161; also, Coke, Richard, The Arab's Place
in the Sun, p. 221.
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